180                 108 Vaishnauite Divya Desam - 111
Due to problems at Srirangain, Udayavar stayed in Thiru-
vellarai for 12 years. During that time, one day the Goddess
asked Perumal as to what he proposed to do to the sanyasi who
was staying in that place for so long. God replied that the God-
dess could send to him as prasad, food after she has partaken of
it Since that day even today, the food after it is offered to the
deity is taken as prasad to the Udayavar sannidhi with melam
and thalam and offered as neivedhyam to Udayavar. The tank
in which the Udayavar had his daily bath is known as Udayavar
kulam. In addition, there "is also another tank known as Paal
ootnl kulam. God is said to have used the water from this tank
for applying the vaishnavite caste mark. The water in this tank
is very clean and clear. It has the taste of tender coconut water.
There is also a belief that whoever has a bath in any
one of the five holy tanks viz. Padma theertham, Varaha
theertham, Mani karnika theertham, Kusahasti theertham,
Kandha pushkarini theertham and then offers worship to the
Perumal here on Sunday in the month of Karthigai will defi-
nitely be blessed with progeny.
It is also believed that Lord Yama, the Ruler of Hell
himself said that whoever goes to Vellarai and worships the
Lord atop the hill would not be sent to Hell. Desikar in his
Hamsa sandesam has referred to five divya desams viz. Tirupati-
Thirumalai, Kanchipuram, Thiruveflarai, Srirangam and Thiru-
malinmcholai hill and has sung the praise of those places and
extolled the glory of these five divya desams through his envoy
viz. the swan. Desikan is believed to be the tirumani amsam of
Thiru Venkatachalapathi. He first praises the glory of Tirumalai,
then he praises the place where he was born viz. Kanchipuram,
third he praises the glory of the birth place of his Paramacharya
viz. Engal Alvan viz.Thiruvellarai. Only after that he praises
Srirangam which is regarded as Bhooloka vaikuntam by many
and lastly he praises Thirumaliruncholai.
Perialwar refers to the God here as gnana sudar i.e. flame
of knowledge, Desikar refers to the God as Swayam prakasa i.e.
a person who is self-effulgent and is bright and shining. He
also refers to him as one who dispels ignorance to those who